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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to 
the following questions.  

• What do you know about John, the author of this epistle? What bearing does his 
identity have on your belief, doubt, or uncertainty about what he wrote? 

• In verse 1 John called Jesus the “Word of life.” How does verse 2 along with John 
1:1-18 enhance your understanding of this name? 

• What senses did John use in his eyewitness testimony in verse 2? How did he use 
these senses to affirm the reality of the incarnate Christ and the message of the 
gospel? 

• Why was it necessary for John to present a correct understanding of the person and 
work of Jesus before he introduced the topic of fellowship?   

• What is koinonia? How is it similar to and different from friendships or “hanging 
out” socially with a group of people? Why are the differences important? 

• What is the relationship between love, fellowship, and joy (read John 15:9-13)? 
What happens to the relationship when you add assurance of salvation to the list?  

• Why did John’s act of sharing the truths in the prologue make his joy “complete” or 
“full”? What does this mean for believers? 

• How do you fellowship with God, Jesus, and other believers? Does love abound? If 
not, what changes can you make in your life to saturate your relationships with love 
and thereby experience deeper joy? 

• Is there someone you know who needs to be invited into our “fellowship family”? 
Ask God for an opportunity to share the gospel with that person this week. 

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 
Read through the entire book of 1 John as often as you are able during the duration of 
this sermon series. Make notes when you see the themes of right belief about Jesus, 
right obedience to God’s commands, and right love for others. Tie these themes to the 
sermons and lessons as we progress through the series. 


